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September 16, 1910 1286 

CALCUTTA— Cholera ana Plague. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Allan reports, August 11: 

During the week ended July 23 there were 18 deaths from cholera 

and 17 from plague in Calcutta; in all Bengal, 31 cases of plague with 

31 deaths; in all India, 737 cases with bol deaths. 

ITALY. 

The Cholera Outbreak. 

Surg. H. D. Geddings at Naples reports, August 28, as follows: 

The announcement of the presence of cholera in Italy August 17 
came as a complete surprise. There had been no disturbing rumors, 
although the cholera situation in the Black Sea provinces of Russia had 
become disquieting and had led to renewed precautions in the handling 
of emigrants destined for the United States. On August 18 a circu- 
lar letter was addressed by this office to all steamship agencies in 
Naples announcing the enforcement of the quarantine regulations of 
the United States in regard to cholera. During the afternoon of 
August 17 and the morning of August 18 about 80 passengers of the 
steerage class were placed under observation in a special boarding 
house designated by the Italian inspector of emigration at this port. 

Origin of the infection. — Reliable information gives the cause of 
the outbreak as the debarkation at Brindisi of a party of Russian 
gypsies from Batum, who proceeded by rail to Trani, which is to be 
regarded as the primary focus of the epidemic. Whether any of the 
wanderers were ill upon arrival admits of doubt; but it is certain that 
arriving in Trani they washed clothing in vessels used for drawing 
water from a well, and in due course there followed cases of choleri- 
form disease, the nature of which was not immediately recognized, 
and which were regarded by the authorities as "grave gastro-intestinal 
disturbances." The infection spread to various towns and cities in the 
provinces of Bari and Foggia, both in the region of Apulia. 

The town of Trani has up to this time suffered most severely, and 
it is to be regarded as the primary focus of infection, the outbreak 
partaking of the characteristics of a water-borne epidemic. The 
infection at other points is secondary, and the nature of the spread 
ap to this time points to "contact" outbreaks. 

Extent of the infection. — To this time the disease has made its 
appearance in the following places: In the province of Bari, at Andria, 
Trani, Corato, Bitonto, Spinazzola, Barletta, Bari, and Bisceglie. In 
the province of Foggia, at Cerignola, Trinitapoli, San E'erdinando di 
Puglia, and Margherita di Savoia. The province of Lecce at this date 
remains free from infection, and it is to be remembered that these 
three provinces compose the region or district of Apulia. 

The following figures represent as nearly as can be arrived at the 
incidence and mortality up to and including August 20: 
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